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Table 1. Restricted Weapons, 1978-1997 
Number of Registrations and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


New Cumulative 


Withdrawn2 


Registrations! Total3 


5,507 725,42] 
2,790 751,775 
11,018 750,000 
7,930 756,549 
12,349 776,323 
117375 795,069 
9,313 816,571 
9,611 840,645 
11,146 862,717 
6,555 893,505 
F181 923,125 
9,379 947,072 
45,382 11,468 980,986 
43,310 12,495 1,011,801 
55,083 12259 1,054,625 
55,350 13,288 pln 179 
39,545 14,696 1,246,028 
20,165 14,423 1,251,770 
27,573 12,986 RATS 21 
23,992 O35 715 1,201,640 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTES: 


1 The number of refused/revoked registrations is usually small. In 1997, there were 2 refusals and 10 
revocations. The average annual numbers for the last 10 years were 4 refusals and 5 revocations. 


2 “Withdrawn” registrations are for those weapons that were destroyed, exported, or forfeited by law. 


3 “Cumulative total” is the grand total of registered restricted weapons recorded in the Firearms Registration 
and Administration Section (FRAS) of the RCMP at the end of each year. The large increase in the cumulative 
total between 1992 and 1993 was due to: (a) the conversion from a manual counting system to a computer 
system, and (b) the inclusion of all restricted weapons registered to federal, provincial, and municipal 
agencies. The decrease in the cumulative total in both 1996 and 1997 was a result of a high volume of exports, 
de-activation and de-registration of antique firearms. 


Table 2. Firearms Acquisition Certificates! (FACs), 1979-1997 
Number and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


FACs FACs FACs 
Refused} Incomplete4 | Prohibited 


YEAR New FACs2 Rate 


1979 213207 12035 930 


209,757 7,349 
167,537 10,291 
146,353 9,448 
133,515 | 8,060 
171,537 8,262 
175,979 | 10,368 
168,348 ear 
165,347 9,583 
160,351 10,621 
177,398 10,369 
187,499 
199,589 
287,957 
80,371 
49,367 
46,797 
125,956 
64,934 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTES: 
1 Data for FACs issued as replacements are not included in this table. 


2 “New FACs” include FACs issued for a fee [Subsections 100(8) and 106(1) of the Criminal Code], and 
sustenance FACs, issued without a fee [Subsections 100(8) and 106(2) of the Criminal Code]. Starting in 
1993, the total includes renewals before expiry. 


ww 


“FACs Refused” are those applications that result in refusal without reference to a magistrate [Subsection 
106(5) of the Criminal Code]. 


4 “FACs Incomplete” are those applications that result in neither issuance nor refusal. This could be caused by 
applicants not claiming their certificates after approval, or by the death of the applicants. Starting in 1994, 
this category is no longer valid because of a change in the FAC application procedure. 


5 “FACs Prohibited” are those applications that result in prohibitions [Subsections 100(6) and 100(7) of the 
Criminal Code]. 


6 The large increase in new FACs in 1996 was mostly due to a special program initiated by the provincial 
government of Ontario which exempted applicants from taking the Canadian Firearms Safety Course in order 
to obtain an FAC. The lower number in 1997 was simply a reversion to previous levels. 


Table 3. Firearms Permits for Restricted Weapons and Minor’s Permits, 1979-1997 


Number Issued 


Permits to Permits to Minor’s 
Carry! Transport2 Permits3 


YEAR 


1979 (oa) LY, 28el21 


21223 29,117 50,340 
22226 38,989 61,215 
31,114 40,900 72,014 
32,586 44,204 76,790 
36,327 47,704 84,031 
38,254 49,735 87,989 
40,592 46,627 87010 
42,885 45,573 88,458 
43,904 47,645 91,549 
45,419 52,866 98,285 
47,069 43,869 90,938 
49,537 43,357 92,894 
50,103 49,640 99,743 
53,390 48,082 101,472 
51,896 44,798 96,694 
46,045 37,778 83,823 
38,040 31,562 69,602 
37,473 30,044 67,517 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTES: 


1 Permits to carry are issued to persons who need to carry restricted firearms for reasons such as protection of 
life (total less than 100), use in a lawful occupation, and target practice. The individual circumstances and 
restrictions are specified in the permit [Subsections 110(1) and 110(2) of the Criminal Code]. 
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Permits to transport are issued on a temporary basis to persons who need to transport restricted weapons for 
reasons such as a change of residence and attendance at gun shows. The individual conditions are specified in 
the permit [Subsection 110(3) of the Criminal Code]. 


3. Minor’s permits are for possession of non-restricted weapons by persons below the age of 18. They include: 
(a) “minor’s permits”, issued to persons aged 12 to 17, under supervision [Subsection 110(7) of the Criminal 
Code], and (b) *minor’s sustenance permits”, with no minimum age requirement or conditions for supervision, 
in cases where the applicant requires a firearm for personal or family sustenance [Subsection 110(6) of the 
Criminal Code]. 


Table 4. Firearm Business! Permits, 1979-1997 


Number Issued 
Whole-| Manu- | Gun- | Pawn- Stor- Gun TOTAL 
sale |facture| smith | broker Show 

16,420 


358 168 
10,434 


5.878 Lg2 2h 150 SZ 4,929 oe — 11,208 
5,304 Ne Poe 15Z 25 4,664 — — h03363 
10,180 
10,013 
SBI, 
HO. LO 7 
ea A he 
10,149 
9.639 


Ammu- 
nition 


19799 8,931 


18 224 80 
4,617 152 ho 197 65 Sys _ += 8,961 


4,483 137 26 206 84 3,680 os a 8,616 
3.005 110 24 208 80 33699 8 a5) 7,839 
3228) 14 Fes 103 105 Seo 13 74 aoe 
20h 84 18 70 QS Sete is 45 6,378 


7 
Zoo 


100 
104 


16 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTE: 


| Types of firearm businesses are described in subsections 105(1), 105(2), and 105(5) of the Criminal Code. 


Table 5. Firearms Reported Lost, Missing, or Stolen, 1978-1997 


Cumulative Totals! 


YEAR | Restricted TOTAL 


1978 15,91] 8,019 4,496 564 28,990 
1979 16,353 8,392 4,780 529 30,054 
aris 9,612 606 32,995 
327 11,034 | 762 35,569 
16,309 — 10,590 590 33,878 
17,551 11,598 655 36,966 
18,441 12,826 700 39,809 
19,475 13,968 780 42,794 
20,514 14,992 882 45,585 
21,485 16,217 Weee0s0 48,623 
POO 17,159 1,052 50,696 
23,156 17,845 1,131 52,986 
24,608 EEL) (is 55,926 
25,956 12,029 10232 59,091 
28,070 12,419 1.431 62,125 
30,364 12,925 1,450 65,926 
32,309 ier 1,465 68,387 
42,595 13,210 1,460 79,062 
50,142 13,476 1,432 87,043 
53,116 13,459 1,351 89,74] 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTES: 


1 All of the figures in this table are cumulative totals of firearms recorded, since 1974, as lost, missing, or 
stolen, in the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) system, and whose status is unchanged at the end of 
each year. 


2 Atthe end of 1997, of the 89,741 firearms still recorded as lost, missing, or stolen in the CPIC system, 65.946 
(73%) were reported stolen, while 23,795 (27%) were reported lost or missing. During 1997 alone, a total of 
6,436 firearms were reported lost, missing, or stolen; 4,183 (65%) of them were reported stolen, and 2,253 
(35%) were reported lost or missing. On the other hand, 1,265 firearms were recovered, found, or seized 
across Canada, and recorded in the CPIC system. 


Table 6. Persons Prohibited from Possession of Firearms, 1978-1997 
Number Prohibited, Cumulative Total and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


Number of Cumulative 
Persons Total! 


Prohibited 


4,866 

6,799 

9,366 

12,055 

14,648 

17,446 

20,307 

22a 

25,227 

27,499 

7,794 29,418 
9,584 82-56 
11,594 37,159 
13,664 42,219 
16,125 47,876 
17,046 S285 
O1453'5 58,097 
14,709 63,552 


SOURCE: RCMP: Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General of Canada 


NOTE: 


1 “Cumulative total” is the overall number of persons still prohibited from possessing firearms, ammunition, or 
explosive substances at the end of each year, recorded in the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) 
system. 
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The lower number of prohibitions in 1997 was the result of a different administrative procedure of counting 
and not necessarily an actual decrease in prohibitions, because the total number still under prohibition 
continued to increase. 


Table 7. Import and Export of Non-Military Firearms!, 1970-1997 


Number (by type) 
IMPORT EXPORT 


oy eeeay 
55,984 
80,033 
105,650 
I9,015 
114,553 
103,147 
49,420 
51,458 
62,263 
DAs Res pels 
36,736 
46,064 


40,559 
57,294 
58,796 
53,305 
39,761 
51,071 
68,930 


81,469 
76,604 
[1,332 
108,093 
124,657 
126,266 
114,162 
117,108 
98,171 
102,300 
64,414 
80,468 
72,320 
65,599 
126,573 
99,454 
101,117 
105,434 
93,141 
107,984 
108,774 
77,659 
50,833 
104,357 
70,606 
53,065 
37,869 
26,952 


|e MES 
24,305 
37,643 
22,475 
28,408 
32,865 
Dao yei) 
32,891 


24,835 | 


24,013 
36,437 
21,947 
24,359 
Can le 
28,624 
44,050 
50,3929 
49,329 
35,450 
44,438 
44,434 
Pas aes 
19,549 
28,745 
41,946 
34,130 
24,398 

PSE: 


146,671 
156,893 
229,008 
236,218 
232,080 
273,684 
242,846 
199,419 
174,464 
188,576 
130,646 
139,151 
142,743 
28170 
212,491 
202,300 
205,351 
194,524 
179,662 
227-352 
216,613 
154,830 
105,210 
181,539 
154,663 
107,571 

83,882 

50,097 


100,272 
16,729 
Oe 19 

121,304 

148,267 

119,402 

105,103 
DOO 
81,320 
70,611 


262012 
pM NaH al 
L402} 
38,110 
49,162 
80,535 
73,906 
77,568 


SOURCES: Statistics Canada: Imports by Commodity (Catalogue 65-007) 
Statistics Canada: Imports — Merchandise Trade (Catalogue 65-203) 
Statistics Canada: Exports by Commodity (Catalogue 65-004) 


NOTES: 


1 Black powder (rifle) and rifle/shotgun combinations are not included in this table. The total import of such 
firearms is less than 5,000 a year. 


2 “Handguns” include air pistols. The total import of such firearms is less than 2,000 a year. 


3 Data included are located under Code 9300 in the publications. 


Table 8. Firearm Homicides!, 1974-1997 
Number, Rate (per 100,000 population) and Percentage of All Homicides 


° oO 
wee All Firearm % of All 
Homicides 


Homicides Homicides 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Homicide Survey (unpublished tables) 


NOTE: 


| The data in this table are based on police reports. Another source of homicide data is the provincial death 
registrations as reported by coroners and doctors. Because coroners and doctors are normally more reluctant to 


classify a death as homicide than the police, the numbers for homicides in this table are, in most cases, higher 
than the numbers in Tables 14 and 15. . 


Table 9. Types of Firearms Used in Homicides, 1974-1997 


Number and Percentage of All Firearm Homicides 


Rifles and 
Shotguns 


YEAR | Handguns 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Homicide Survey (unpublished tables) 


NOTE: 


| “Other” firearms include fully automatic firearms, sawed-off rifles and shotguns, and firearms of an unknown 
type. 


Table 10. Gender of Victims of Firearm Homicide, 1974-1997 
Number! and Percentage of All Homicides by Gender 


ta : Homicid Firearm as % of All 
All Homicides Firearm Homicides eedes 


196 87 52.1 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Homicide Survey (unpublished tables) 


NOTES: 


1 The total numbers for males and females may not add up to the total number of homicide victims in Table 8, 
because the gender of the victim may be unknown in some cases. 


2 Example for the above data: In 1997, there were 376 male homicide victims; 141 of these were victims of 
firearm homicide, accounting for 37.5% of all male homicide victims. 


Table 11. Age of Victims of Firearm Homicide, 1974-1997 
Number! and Percentage of All Homicides by Age Group 


Number of Firearm Homicides Firearm as % of All Homicides 
ee Dora ie 
28. 
0.4 


1974 28.3 41.4 57.4 49.1 


—" 


Syteyy “Nek eS yiea oe heay SAl Nee Ww 


— 
NO 


CNC at CONG} OOnLON GN 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Homicide Survey (unpublished tables) 


NOTES: 


1 The total numbers for all age groups may not add up to the total number of homicide victims in Table 8, 
because the victim’s age may be unknown in some cases. 


2 Example for the above data: In 1997, there were 21 firearm homicide victims aged 55 and older, accounting 
for 23.1% of all homicide victims in that age group. 


Table 12. Firearm Robbery, 1974-1997 
Number, Rate (per 100,000 population) and Percentage of All Robbery 


All Firearm 
R 
aes Robbery Robbery 


te 

16,955 74 

7299 

20,050 

19,491] 

19,673 

Zo 9 9 

24,581 

26,292 

2257 

24,274 

2,310 

DS sw hey? 

233268 

Dero 28 

24,249 

Zoe 09 

28,051 

Sa sea) 

33,186 

29,961 

28,888 

502 73 : LOZ 6 
314242 ‘ Ogee 2 
29,590 : 9.933 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Canadian Crime Statistics (Catalogue 85-205) 


NOTE: 


1 “Other weapons” include all non-firearm weapons, such as knives. 


Table 13. Offensive Weapon Offences, 1974-1997 
Number (by type) and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


Prohibited | Restricted Other F 
Expl ‘TOTAL 
| 282 


10,812 47 

384 PA is 54 

495 13 le O47 

366 US ep 56 

412 1G, 43 67 

46] [5,298 63 
522 5,935 
12,437 17,706 
1314 17,660 
10,945 16,417 
10,416 16,019 
10,743 16,640 
10,457 1022 
10,687 ey 035 
105791 16,993 
11,064 eS hea 
11,846 18,574 
12,584 193702 
11,694 yore 
12,500 18,672 
12,614 EME) 
Bi 592 LOU Z 
10,807 1G, 132 
Pistol 16,079 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Canadian Crime Statistics (Catalogue 85-205) 


NOTES: 


1 “Prohibited weapon” offences include carrying, pointing, or possessing prohibited weapons, such as automatic 
firearms, silencers, or spring knives. 


2 “Restricted weapon” offences include carrying, pointing, or possessing restricted weapons without permits. 


3. “Other weapon” offences include carrying or pointing non-restricted firearms, such as shotguns and rifles, and 
knives. 


4 “Explosives” offences include the illegal use of dangerous substances, such as dynamite. 


Table 14. Firearm Deaths!, 1970-1996 
Number (by type) and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


art Homicidal roost Undeter- 
YEAR | Accidents | Suicides Deaths Interven- ined 
tion 

129 796 16 
143 924 pig) 
102 935 203 d. ph 
123 950 218 10 35 16333] 5.9 
122 E02) 269 8 47 1,467 6.4 
il 13053 263-5 8 87 [5322 1.626 
89 1,095 220 i 70 1,481 6.3 
100 [2a 229 10 93 1on03 Tee 
90 1,287 229 16 94 

1,098 62 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Causes of Death? (Catalogue 84-208) 


NOTES: 


| The data in this table are based on provincial death registrations as reported by coroners and doctors. Because 
coroners and doctors are normally more reluctant to classify a death as homicide than the police, numbers for 
homicides in this table are, in most cases, lower than the numbers in Table 8. 
2 Firearm deaths include the following groups in the publication: 
e Accidents E922 
e Suicides E955 (excluding E955.5 — Explosives) 
e Homicidal deaths E965 (excluding E965.5 to E965.9 — Explosives) 
e Legal intervention E970 (i.e., shot by police) 
e Undetermined E985 (excluding 985.5 — Explosives) 


Table 15. Homicidal Deaths and Suicides Involving Firearms!, 1970-1996 
Number (by type) and Percentage of All Homicidal Deaths and Suicides 


Firearm as 


4 Firearm as 
Firearm % of All Firearm % of All 
Homicidal 


Deaths - 


Suicides 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Causes of Death (Catalogue 84-208) 


NOTE: 


1 The data in this table are based on provincial death registrations as reported by coroners and doctors. Because 
coroners and doctors are normally more reluctant to classify a death as homicide than the police, numbers for 
homicides in this table are, in most cases, lower than the numbers in Table 8. 


Table 16. Age of Victims of Firearm Suicide, 1970-1996 
Number! and Percentage of All Suicides by Age Group 


Firearm Suicides Firearm as % of All Suicides 


297 


362 
436 
43] 
504 
502 
578 
679 
675 
616 


LS) (SS) 28S SS) ey Ne} es) Ney Un 


a 


SOURCE: Statistics Canada: Causes of Death (Catalogue 84-208) 


NOTES: 


1 The total numbers for all age groups may not add up to the total number of firearm suicides in Table 15, 
because the victim’s age may be unknown in some cases. 


NO 


Example for the above data: In 1996, there were 248 firearm suicide victims aged 55 and older, accounting for 
29.2% of all suicide victims in that age group. 


Table 17. Hospitalization Resulting from Firearm Injuries!, 1981/82 to 1995/96 
Number? (by type) and Rate (per 100,000 population) 


FISCAL Injured by | Injured by Legal Undeter- TOTAL3 


Accident 


YEAR Self Others Intervention mined 


1981/82 
1982/83 
1983/84 
1984/85 
1985/86 
1986/87 
1987/88 
1988/89 
1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
1995/96 


re uO 
_ © 


Cy Cn 


Oa 
i COO TN ga ee OCA ty eS eos on 


WwW fH AIK HR HR WN 


SOURCE: Hospital Morbidity Survey (unpublished reports) - Statistics Canada (1981/82 to 
1993/94), Canadian Institute for Health Information (1994/95 to 1995/96) 


NOTES: 
| The data in this table are releases (separations) from hospitals. They include the following groups: 
e Accident E922 
e Injured by self E955 
e Injured by others E965 
e Legal intervention E970 (izéx shot by police) 
e Undetermined E985 


2 Data are not available for: Prince Edward Island, from 1983/84 to 1985/86; and New Brunswick, from 1988/89 
to 1993/94. For 1981/82 and 1982/83, data from British Columbia only include firearm accidents. It is 
estimated that the Canadian totals for those two years were about 110 cases higher than shown in the table 
(including 50 injuries by others, 30 injuries by self, and 30 with undetermined causes). 


3. These totals include injuries caused by explosives, which account for about 10 to 15 cases per year. 
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